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OREGON HIGH SCHOOLS 


State notches 


improvement 
in grad rates 


Betsy Hammond The Oregonian/OregonLive 


With the class of 2017, Oregon schools saw their biggest 
one-year improvement in the statewide graduation rate 
since the current measurement system began eight years 
ago. 
The sizable improvement, made public Thursday, 
occurred largely because schools did a far better job helping 
Latino and special education students graduate on time. 

“We try to remove barriers on the pathways students 
want to follow to make it as equitable as possible,” said Mar- 
tha Guise, principal of Century High in Hillsboro, where 
the overall graduation rate soared partly due to improve- 
ments for Latinos. “We are getting better.” 

Still, Oregon’s increase in its overall graduation rate, 
from 75 percent to 77 percent, did not put the state on 
pace to reach the national average any time soon, let alone 
match the best states. 

It also fell short of the state’s own goal, set in 2016, for 
yearly mileposts on the way to reaching a graduation rate 
of 90 percent by 2024. That timeline called for a graduation 
rate of at least 78 percent for the class of 2017. 

State schools chief Colt Gill said of this year’s 2 percent- 
age point gain that he is “excited about that level of prog- 
ress for Oregon” and aims to help schools and districts 
maintain the same pace in future years. He called the 
SEE GRAD RATES, A8 
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EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS AUDIT 


STATE NOT READY 
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FOR DISASTER 


State and federal emergency teams train during the Cascadia Rising disaster drill in 2016. Tony Hernandez, staff 


Audit says Oregon Office of Emergency Management is 
underfunded, understaffed and behind on planning efforts 


Molly Harbarger The Oregonian/OregonLive 


Oregon is nowhere near ready to deal with a catastrophic earthquake or tsunami like the 
predicted Big One, according to an audit released Thursday. 
The state’s command center for disasters is not even retrofitted to withstand a strong 


earthquake, the audit said. 


Despite years of requests, the Oregon Legislature has not granted requests for fund- 


“State planning 
efforts fora 
catastrophic 


ing more full-time emergency preparedness workers, leaving the state with far fewer than 


other coastal states. Without those people, the Office of Emergency Management runs the 


disaster are 


risk of losing important federal dollars and is behind on emergency planning efforts. 


The Office of Emergency Management and the governor’s office agreed with the audi- 


tors’ recommendations. 


“For Oregon communities and our economy to thrive, we must ensure our state is resil- 


incomplete and 
inadequate.” 


ient and able to quickly recovery from a catastrophic event,” said Gov. Kate Brown. “We’ve 


taken critical steps toward bolstering statewide resilience in recent years, and I commit to 
continuing to work with the Legislature to ensure state agencies and local jurisdictions are 


even better prepared.” 
SEE PREPAREDNESS, A9 
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FLU SEASON 


Healthy mom, 36, dies after getting flu 


Lynne Terry The Oregonian/OregonLive 


Tandy Harmon was vibrant, cheerful and healthy. At 36, 
the Gresham mom was rarely sick. 

But almost two weeks ago, she started feeling ill. It was a 
Sunday. The next day, she stayed home from her job as a bar- 
tender at Bradford’s Sports Lounge in Northeast Portland. 

She figured it was the flu, said her boyfriend, Steven Lun- 
din. 

By that Wednesday, she ended up in intensive care at Leg- 
acy Emanuel Medical Center in North Portland, diagnosed 
with the flu, pneumonia and a staph infection, Lundin said. 

Two days later, the single mother of two died, leaving her 
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family and friends reeling. 

“That’s all it took was a couple of days,” Lundin said. “I 
can’t believe it.” 

Every year, the flu kills thousands of people, mostly 
the elderly, the very young or those with compromised 
immune systems. It rarely turns deadly for those like Har- 
mon, apparently healthy and at the prime of her life. 

But the flu can lead to severe bacterial infections, said 
Dr. John Townes, head of the infectious disease program at 
Oregon Health & Science University. 

“The usual average healthy person doesn’t die of 
influenza,” Townes said, but “influenza will lower your 
SEE FLU, A9 
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A half-century on Mount Hood 


Mt. Hood Meadows turns 50 this year, and as it marks the 
occasion with a celebration, raffle and the usual winter 
fun, it’s a good opportunity to look back at the resort’s 
relatively short-lived history. A&E10 


NATION 
Trump wanted Mueller fired 


The Washington Post and New York Times report that 
President Donald Trump ordered special counsel Robert 
Mueller to be fired last year, but backed down after his 
White House lawyer threatened to resign. A11 
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